212                  THE   REAL  BERNARD   SHAW
There is no valid reason for omitting this scrap from the
catalogue of Shaw's dramatic writings. It is a typical
Shavian playlet: it even has what is tantamount to a preface,
As its name implies, this piece of dramatic journalism
was Shaw's contribution to the solution of the constitutional
crisis over the love affair of Edward VIII. His contribu-
tion was not accepted. Instead, its publication while the
King of England's abdication hung in the balance was
denounced by Shaviphobes as shocking bad taste, wanton
levity, and the rest. For Shaw, of course, was all for
Edward marrying the woman of his choice without re-
nouncing his throne. His argument was plausible enough.
Indeed it would have been unanswerable had the crisis been
as simple as Shaw's playlet, and not a swirl of powerful and
conflicting national and social currents. By Shaw's humorous
logic, the King is made to welcome the notion of marriage
by a registrar instead of in a Christian church, because a
Church wedding would cause displeasure to the eighty-nine
per cent of his Sir-flung subjects who did not happen to be
Christians. In brief, Shaw's solution was too reasonable.
He suffers from an excess of reason as some suffer from an
excess of uric acid: the complaint is persistent but not
fatal, Man does not live by reason, any more than by
bread, alone.
When Shaw decides to be glaringly tactless, ninety-nine
times out of a hundred his inborn good taste and sense of
propriety do not desert him. Thus in The King, The
Constitution, and The Lady the characters (King, Prime
Minister, Archbishop) are unnamed; the country is not
Great Britain but 'the Kingdom of the Half-Mad'; and
The Lady, Mrs. Daisy Bell, though specified as an American,
does not appear.
(54)                 CYMBELINE REFINISHED
Written in  1937.    First production by Ronald Adam at the
Embassy Theatre, London, on 16th November 1937.
Among the First Players.
Joyce Bland played Imogen.    The company included Olga Lindo,
William Devlin, Norman Wooland, Earle Grey, George Woodbridge,
and Peter Ashmore.